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under sixteen. Considering the new minimum-wage levels
this was a relatively cheap concession, but the action roused
cheers in the committee chamber, applause through the na-
tion. It resulted in the discharge of one and a half million
youngsters. Yet when President Roosevelt told Congress on
January 3, 1934, that "child labor is abolished/' he appar-
ently overlooked a large area of neglect Agriculture, out-
side NRA supervision, remained a heavy employer, keeping
in the fields about half a million between the ages of ten and
fifteen. The children of Southern croppers, toiling for the
landlord from the age of six or seven, were among the worst
sufferers.
After the NRA's invalidation in 1935 child labor increased
somewhat; hence the Walsh-Healey act of 1936 required em-
ployers holding substantial government contracts to bar such
toilers, and in the next year a law restrained child employ-
ment by sugar-beet farmers enjoying federal benefits. In 1938
the fair-labor-standards act went further, banning industrial
work by youths under sixteen and forbidding employment
under eighteen in hazardous and injurious occupations. It of-
fered no protection, however, for the nonfactory worker and
the laborer in purely intrastate concerns*
Meanwhile, under the fulcrum of an adult labor surplus
and firmer intrenchment of minimum wages, twenty-three
more legislatures between 1931 and 1941 approved the
child-labor amendment to the Constitution, first submitted
in 1924* Only eight states short of the necessary thirty-six
remained to ratify. A Gallup poll in 1937 reported a favor-
able majority in every state and an over-all indorsement by
more than three fourths. As might be supposed, managerial
interests in commonwealths employing heavy child labor lob-
bied against the reform, while sentiment in other states was
wedded to local regulation. Thus in 1938 two industrial
commonwealths favoring their own systems, New York and
Massachusetts, and one major agricultural employer, Missis-
sippi, rejected the proposal. Claims that after so long a time

